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The Mystery Box - Part III 


Early Perfin Research 
Bob Szymanski (#) 


After gazing so long at so many covers and strips, I 
decided to put those to the side for a while to look at 
some other items that had caught my eye. 


This lot contained four perfinned covers all 
addressed to Forrest Swisher. Each cover had a letter 
to Captain Swisher dated between March and April 
1946. There was also a fifth letter (without cover) 
loose in the box. These were from The National 
Shawmut Bank of Boston (Figs. 2 & 5), General 
Cable Corporation (Fig. 6), Weed & Company (Fig. 
1), Peoples Natural Gas (Fig. 4) and Aetna Life 
Insurance Company (Fig. 7). These letters identify, 
in varying degrees, each writer's company usage of 
its perforator. Some indicate on what mail the 
perfinned stamps were used. Some indicate on what 
denomination stamps the perforator was used. Some 
even indicated to what other companies, the 
company sent mail! Can you imagine, in this day 
and age, writing to any company and trying to 
successfully solicit a customer mailing list? These 
letters sent in answer, make interesting reading. 
Should some of them not be shown or readable, 
please send me a self-addressed stamped envelope 
and I will make copies for you to keep and read for 
your enjoyment. 
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Figure 1: Weed & Co. (stamp with pattern W76) 
cover included a “Do not make envelopes for:” list. 


There was a sixth letter from Western Newspaper 
Union (Fig. 3), in which the recipient sent Captain 
Swisher back his own letter with written answers. 


As you can see by this letter, Captain Swisher gets 
right to the point stating that he is a collector of 
"perfins" and he goes on to ask the questions, 
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answers to which, many of us would like to know! I 
give Captain Swisher a tremendous amount of credit 
for his ingenuity. How many letters he sent or 
answers he received will probably never be known; 
but at least these have survived for posterity. 


One of the first thoughts that crossed my mind was 
that here was someone collecting perfins around the 
time I was born! I wondered what kind of a perfin 
collection he possessed? Was this material possibly 
his collection? A possible answer will be theorized 
in the next and last part of this series! 







CUMMINS NO. 53 
CUMMINS PERFORATOR CO 
CHICAGO NEW YORK 





Figure 2: Enclosure from The National Shawmut 
Bank response (Fig. 5) showing 10 die head N145A. 


I was able to find in some of the earliest Perfin 
Bulletins that a Forrest Swisher was a Perfins Club 
member but the trail was too old and documentation 
lacking to ascertain the exact years of his active 
membership. Might anyone have any knowledge of 
this gentleman? (see footnote) 


Another thought crossed my mind. Here I had four 
covers mailed from perfin users with envelopes and 
letters, all mailed to a Perfins Club member! I recall 
seeing only two other such covers that were not 
"personal" perfins, one from Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute (V23) and one from Zion Church Designers 
and Builders (Z1.2) both addressed to Sylvia Gersch 
and both sold in the last Gersch-Walker-Pearson 
Auction. Does anyone else have any non-personal 
perfin covers correctly used and addressed to any 
members or former members? 


Footnote: The lack of material documenting our 
Club’s history was noted some years back by Dick 
Mewhinney at the time he was compiling the history 
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of the first years of our Club, "A History of the 
Perfins Club", that chronicles, as well as possible, 
the years up to 1970. When I spoke with Dick 
concerning his research project, he lamented that the 
lack of hard copy documentation from many sources 
made his a laborious project, much dependent upon 
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Western Newspaper Union 
210 S. Des Plaines Street 
Chicago, Illinois 


Gentlemen: 
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oral history of then living members. If you ever 
come across any documentation from our early 
officers, please contact Doug Turner, our Librarian. 
We would love to have that type of information! For 
some interesting reading, for a copy of "A History of 
the Perfins Club", also contact our Librarian! 


Birmingham General Hospital 


SRA Van,Nuys, California 
Nag Yee 1946 


ook’ 


I am a collector of stamps in which initials or some design 
have been perforated for identification purposes and am attempting to 


make a survey regarding the use of then. 


I have been informed that your organization uses this system 


for identifying its postage stamps. 


If so, will you please ‘give me as 


much of the following information as possible: 


(a) When did your organization first start to use this system? PI Vet 


(b) What denominations/and issue 
forated? fd t An 


(c) Has more than one desis: 


Saig 


É stamps have been so per- 


) 
ever been used? / lA 


And now as a special favor, can you give me the names and addresses 
of, some persons or organizations to whom you send mail frequently bearing 
these stamps so that I can contact them in an attempt to obtain the used 


stamps? 


I hope that the above will not be too much trouble and I assure 
you that it will be a big help to me in my collection and study of these 
stamps. I assure you also that this information will not be put to any 


commercial use, 


Thank you very much, 


| al LAW, h Muke fon 
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Sincerely, 





t 


Forrest M. Le 
Captain, Medicad Corps; A.U.S. 
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Figure 3: Response from the Western Union Newspapers on Forrest Swisher’s letter 
requesting information about pattern .W142 or W143. 
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After 5 days, return to 
THE, PEOPLES NATURAL GAS COMPANY, 
~. 545 am Penn Place, 


PITTSBURGH 19, PA. 





545 WILLIAM PENN PLACE 







H. D. BORGER. 
TREASURER. 










OGG: 
N J. BOC sT. TREAS. PITTSBURGH 19, PA. 


April 1, 1946. 



















Captain Forrest M. Swisher, 
Medical Corps, A. U. S., 

Birmingham General Hospital, 
Van Nuys, California 


Dear Sir: 


This is in reply to your letter of March 13, 1946 concerning 
the perforation of postage stamps for identification purposes. 







This system has been in use by this company for twenty-five 
years or more, and is used on the following denominations; lé, 2¢, 3¢, 
4f, 58, 64, 74, 84, 9%, 10d, 114, 12d, 15¢, aod, 3#, 50¢ and $1.00. 

They are purchased in sheets of one hundred from various post offices 
throughout Western Pennsylvania, without regard to specific issues. 









The machine used by this company for perforating stamps with 
the design PNG was manufactured by the Cummins Perforator Company, 
Chicago, Illinois, and one design is all that has ever been used. 




























These stamps are used primarily by our district. offices in 
transmitting business to our general office, so,for this reason, we are 
enclosing a few of the cancelled stamps so perforated. 


Trusting this will serve your purpose, we remain 






Yours very truly, 
IQT TG fa 


Assistant Treasvrer. 


EJS/rw 


Enclosure 
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Figure 4: Response from the Peoples Natural Gas 
Company concerning use of pattern P153. 


After three days return to $ ITA 
P. 0. BOX 2176 m i 


BOSTON 6, MASS. 





_ The Natio nal 
Shawmut Bank 


of Boston 


Merch 21, 1946 N REPLY PLEASE 
SPW/J 





Forrest M, Swisher 

Ceptain, Medicel Corps, A.U.S. 
Birmingham General Hospital 
Ven Nuys, California 






Dear Captain Swisher: 


We have your letter of Merch 135, 1946 end ere glad 
to answer your questions as follows: 










(a) About 1925. 
(b) All denominations. 
(c) One design only as enclosed. 


In regard to the special favor that you esk, I em 
afraid it will be impossible for us to help you as we 
use the Mail Meter Machine on all the outgoing meil to 
business concerns end other benks es well es most 
individuels. The stamps that we now perforate are 
scattered in small lots through our mein office and 
twenty-four brenches end are used mainly for correspon- 
dence to individuels. 


We feel that the above informetion will not be 
much use to you, but those are the fects. 


We wish you the best of success in your survey. 
Very truly yours, 
SP Wyatt 


S. P. Wyatt 
Ceshier. 
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Figure 5: Response from the National Shawmut 
Bank concerning the use of pattern N145A (see Fig. 
2). 
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RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 


> 

GENERAL CABLE CORPORATION 
420 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


GENERAL CABLE CORPORATION 
420 LEXINGTON AVENUE 


NEw YORK 17, N.Y. 


March 21, 1946 





Forrest M. Swisher 
Captain, Medical Corps, A.U.S. 
Birmingham General Hospital 

Van Nuys, California 
Dear Captein Swisher: 
We are pleased to answer your inquiry of recent date as follows: 


a. When did your organization first start to use this system? 


General Cable Corporation instituted the practice of perfor- 
ating stamps about January, 1944. 













be What denominations and issues of stamps have been so perfor- 
ated? 


We perforate the following stamps: lg, 13¢, 2¢, 3¢, 4¢, 5£, 
6g, 7, 8¢, 9¢, 10¢, 20¢, 50g, 10¢ and 13¢ Special Delivery 
and 6¢ and 8g Air Mail. 


Has more than one design ever been used? 


No. We have continued with the original design. 















If you will write to the Mail Room Supervisor of our plant at 
6201 Hollis Street, Emeryville 8, California or our plant at 3600 
East Olympic Boulevard, Los Angeles 23, California requesting that 
they save for you the stamps from New York Headquarters mail, I am 
sure they will take care of you. 


Hoping this answers your requirements, I am 


Yours very truly, 


CORPORATION 


W. W. Schwerman 
Office Manager 


In Color 


ÆTNA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


March 7, 1946 


Forrest M. Swisher, Captain M.C., A.U.S. 
Birmingham General Hospital 
Van Nuys, California 


Dear Captain Swisher: 


Responding to your letter of February 27th, we use the perforation of 
the dipthong Æ to perforate all our United States postage stamps with 
the exception of those which we purchase in rolls of 500. 


We have been using this method of safeguarding the use of our postage 
stamps at the Home Office during the period of my association with this 
organization for 3l years. The use of the perforator antedates that 
period and we are unable to find out the date of purchase. 


The perforator was purchased from "Cummings Perforator Company, 4740 
Ravenswood Avenue, Chicago, Illinois." We believe that this canpany is 
still in active existence and it is our recollection that whenever any 
repairs or adjustments have been needed, our Purchasing and Supply De- 
partment were able to have them effected with this company. 


The perforator will take ina sheet of 100 stamps of the ordinary size 
and will perforate each individual stamp ina definite spot. When stamps 
of the larger size, 50 to a sheet are perforated, the perforations are 
not so exactly straight. 


We believe that the use of this perforator has helped control the use 

of the postage stamps required on our mils as it is easily noted if 
any mailing piece not immediately associated with Company correspondence 
bears one of these stamps. The precaution eliminates the possibility of 
temptation to have such stamp stocks diverted to other purposes. 


We will appreciate your observing the assurances given in your letter and 
trust you will feel free to call on us for any additional information you 
require. 


Yours truly, 





W.C.Mullane tmjr Superinfendent of Mails 


Figure 7: Aetna Life Insurance Co. response about 
perfin use. “All” stamps should include patterns 
A94, A95, A102 through A103A. 
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